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 Issue 86 March 2018 
 

 
Our Next  Meeting – Tuesday April 10th  2018  

In April it will be your chance to be on a Desert Island. Here is your invitation from our very 
own ‘Kirsty Young’ ….. 

Most of you will be aware that each year we devote one of our meetings as a member's 
meeting. Last year I had the pleasure of hosting a Room 101 evening where 5 of our 
brave member's stood up and talked about their pet hate. The evening went down really 
well with much laughter and fun. 
This year I'm taking you to a desert island with our version of Desert Island Discs. 
So for our meeting on 10th April I'm looking for some willing volunteers to talk about 
one thing they would take to a desert island and why.  It can be a book, a piece of 
music/song or a luxury item (no restrictions on what this item can be...page 71 of the 
last WI Life comes to mind!!) 
The Competition Cup will reflect the evening with a competition about your ideal desert 
island companion. 
So if you were sitting at home last week watching the snow, and wishing you were 
somewhere warmer, please volunteer to join me on my island. 
Happy to discuss further if you have any queries/concerns. Please feel free to ring me, 
email or talk to me at next week's meeting.  I look forward to hearing from some of you 
lovely castaways. 
Sue  
01243 931489  
tiggy7@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Coffee Mornings  
Our coffee morning will be hosted by Jeanette Clark at Hotham Park Café on Wednesday 21st 
March from 10 am – do come along and meet your fellow members for a chat.   
FELPHAM EVENING WI are holding their annual coffee morning and cake sale on Saturday 
7th April at 10 am at the Felpham Village/Memorial Hall.  There will be tea, coffee and home-
made cakes together with a stall selling home-made cakes, savouries, preserves and conserves, 
books, home-made cards, jewellery, scarves and bric-a-brac 

Stonepillow 
 … are holding a Just Walk Challenge in aid of the charity on 12th May. All walks start at 
Goodwood Racecourse, take in the downs and range in length from 10k to (gulp!) 60k. More 
details can be found here: http://stonepillow.org.uk/just-walk-the-walking-challenge-of-the-
year-2018/  

 

Bognor Regis WI 
THE BUZZ 
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South of England Show - Ardingly 7-9th June  
East and West Sussex Joint WI Committee are looking for help for the show, both in the 
refreshment area and to make cakes for the show. There will be sign-up sheets available at the 
March meeting. 
Additionally, Sharon Hamby from the SOE Catering Team is  seeking helpers on Tuesday 5th 
and Wednesday 6th June to  set up at the showground, helpers for (wo)man collection points for 
the cakes across the two counties, and creative assistance with the updating of the show signs. If 
you could help with any of the above, Sharon’s details will be available at the meeting 

 
Future Dates for Your Diaries 

May 19th Royal Wedding - We understand that a large screen will be set up in 
Hotham Park so that everyone can be part of the big day.  Bognor WI 
will be there – details to follow. 

June 30th  Summer Lunch at Lynn’s – sign up sheets available 
July 20th  Gin and (Sea) Swim - although to ensure your health and safety, we will 

swim before we gin! Details to follow but time to dust off your 
waterwings 

August 1st  Votes for Women Exhibition and Walk at the Museum of London 
August 4th  Hotham Park Country Fair – BRWI craft/cake/preserves stall. – come 

and help for a 2 hour shift and/or donate your homemade produce 
(ideally unlabelled) – more news nearer the time. 

August 18th  The Summer Social at Rowland Rank Centre.  Save the date! 

 
West Sussex Federation Activities  

Please see the latest WSN for details of all events organised by WSF. 
• The next meeting of the South Rife Group is on March 19th, 1400 hours at Bersted Park 

Community Centre at 2.00 pm.  There will be talk by Melanie Gibson-Barton – The Life and 
Times of Edith Cavell. The competition is a war poem  and the cost to attend is £2.50 with 
tickets available from Celia at the meeting. 

• Open Morning at North Lodge - Thursday March 22nd from 10-12  at the headquarters 
of WSFWI in Northgate, Chichester.  There will be a tour of North Lodge, a talk on the 
history of the house by Delph Archer from Chidham WI, a chance to visit the Costume 
Wardrobe and view the samplers in the Heritage Room. no entry fee for WI members.  If you 
would like to go please register with Sally Brown (Federation Secretary) on 01243 783134 or 
email her on secretary@wsfwi.co.uk 

• Speakers’ Interviewing Day Fittleworth Village Hall  Monday 26th March 2018 9.45am-
3.00pm    £8.00 

• Bramber Beeches - With a vision of West Sussex WI Federation being part of the South 
Downs landscape, 600 trees were planted by WI members in 1980’s.   The small wood is 
thriving and proudly sits alongside the South Downs Way footpath south of Steyning for all 
WI members to enjoy.   Our own Jan Marsden and Al from Felpham Evening WI, with their 
Federation hats on, have produced a walks leaflet about Bramber Beeches, which is available 
from Jan or North Lodge. 
The access and pathway in Bramber Beeches needs to be kept clear of nettles and a working 
party is arranged for Saturday 7th April – come along to see part of your Federation’s 
heritage. 
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• Outdoor Talk and Walk at Ardingly Reservoir on Thursday 12th April 10.30-1.00. 
• St George’s Day and Shakespeare’s Birthday April 23rd  – A Day Event of Literature, 

History, Dance Music and Fun with Tony Harris as Shakespeare and speaker Sussex Author 
Beth Miller. Lancing Parish Hall. 

• Cryptic Crosswords Explained on April 25th at Fittleworth Village Hall 10.30 – 3.00. 
 

Group News 
Theatre: Contact Mandy (07790 760210) if you would like to be included in one or more of 
the following Chichester Festival theatre productions … 
 
May 1 £29 Present Laughter 
May 28 £25 Random/Generations 
June 11 £29 The Chalk Garden 
June 26 £25 The Country Wife 
Sept 3 £25 Copenhagen 
Sept 24 £29 Flowers for Mrs Harris 
Oct 22 £25 Cock 

 
Walks: Sunshine on our February walk to Selsey helped us enjoy the diverse habitat of that 
part of our coastline.  The scenery changed, as we went along dodging puddles and picking up 
litter.  The snow and rain, however, dampened our spirits for the first walk in March, which had 
to be postponed. 
The next walks are: 
Saturday March 17th – start 2.00 p.m.   A 3 mile flat walk across fields and along the coast at East 
Preston/Ferring.    
Saturday April 7th – start 10.00 a.m.  A 1 ½ mile walk on top of the Downs, south of Steyning to 
the WI tree plantation Bramber Beeches.    
 
Flick Chicks: the group enjoyed several new releases, including Oscar-winning 'The Shape of 
Water', as well as the classic films 'Kind Hearts and Coronets' and 'Sunset Boulevard'.  On Sunday 
March 11th, they will be enjoying the 'Mamma Mia Singalong' at the Picturedrome. 

 
Acting Up – Shakespeare We’re Not!: The next meeting of our drama group is on  
Tuesday 27th March at  7.30 p.m.  at Lesley Hiley’s home,  when there will be some scripts to look 
at.   As well as some contributions from our own script writers, some one-act plays, used by WIs 
across the county back in 1980s, have come to light.  They were destined for recycling until they 
were rescued by a member of Rose Green WI.   The plays are now on loan to us to have a look at. 
This month’s drama exercise will take the form of a conversation between two people.    New 
members are welcome. 
 
If you have signed up for a group event, please let the organiser and/or hostess 
know in advance if you are unable to attend. 

 

Date & Day Group / contact Venue Details 
Wednesday 14th 
March 

Art Group 
Lynn Douet 

At Lynn’s home 1.30-4.30 pm 

Wednesday 15th 
March 

Art Group 
Lynn Douet 

At Lynn’s home 1.30-4.30 pm 

Thursday 15th 
March 

SCIFFLe 
Karen McCreedy 

Sue Harris’ home 7.30pm 
 



 4 

Monday 26th 
March 

Knit & Knatter 
Rosemary Coleman 

Janet Vallins’ 
home 

7-9pm 
 

Tuesday March 
27th 

Acting Up Lesley Hiley’s 
home 

7.30 pm 

Thursday 29th 
March 

Dining Club 
Lesley Hiley 

Wagamamas 
Chichester 

12.30 pm 
Organised this 
month by Jeanette 
Clark – email her if 
you would like to 
go. 

Saturday 17th 
March 

Walking Group East Preston and 
Ferring 

2 pm 

Saturday 7th 
April 

Walking Group Bramber Beeches 10 am 

 
Follow-up to our Suffragette Talk in 
February by Manuela Andani 
 
Ref: Eleanor Higginson (nee Ellis) 
DOB 19/04/1881- 2 Caroline Villas, Plashet Road, 
Plaistow, London 
Died  08/06/1969 - St Richards hospital, Chichester, 
cremated at Southampton 
Parents: Alfred Leopold Ellis - a seaman 
                Elizabeth (nee Vernon) 
She moved to Manchester, and then Preston where she 
worked as a teacher. 
Married 1905-Arnold Higginson, he died 1n 1938. 
She had 5 children and ran a health food shop from 
1910 for ten years. 
 
Here are the details I have on M/S Higginson: 
She is mentioned on Wikipedia which I used as the 

starting point to my research, after her name being mentioned at the last meeting. 
Additionally, I have been to Chichester Records offices where I found out her last 
address in Bognor Regis.  They were most helpful as they are compiling a list of West 
Sussex Women and had never heard of her.  
I have been to see the house, there was no one in, and spoke to a couple of residents 
but no one seems to have lived there in the sixties.  According to one of the neighbours 
the bungalow was built in the late forties.  
The announcement of her death in the Bognor Observer (Friday 27th June 1969) 
mentions that she was a suffragette. 
She moved to Bognor Regis after her husband's death and lived with another 
suffragette, Elizabeth Hesmondhalgh.  However, according to Kelly's Directory, she 
was the only occupant of the house in Mansfield Roadat the time of her death. 
 
Higginson was interviewed about her experiences in 1968 on BBC Radio 4's Woman's 
Hour. 
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Bees 🐝🐝🐝🐝🐝🐝  
 
        Sally Morrison wished to share with you this good news she has received from Friends of 
the Earth … 
 
 
Today we may be a step closer to ending the era of bee-harming neonicotinoid 
pesticides. 
 
I wouldn’t normally drop you an email about a European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
publication. But the report released today – which gathers together evidence from over 
1500 studies – could be a game-changer for bees. 
 
This landmark science review concludes that neonics pose a high risk to both 
honeybees and wild bees. 
 
And with the upcoming EU vote on the future of neonics due very soon (as early as 
next month), it couldn’t have landed at a better time. This is the report decision-
makers across Europe have been waiting for, and will be very hard for politicians to 
ignore. 
 
Can you help us tell as many people as possible about this definitive report – and 
drown the voices from pesticides companies who will continue to challenge the 
evidence. 
 
share this link: 
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/bees/new-neonic-pesticide-report-confirms-threat-
bees 
 
A total ban on the use of bee-harming neonics is urgently needed and this report is 
such a huge step in the right direction to protect our bees. Let’s make the most of it. 
 
Noticeboard 
 
Free to a good home - I have some crafting bits and pieces (egg shapes, 
swatches of cotton material etc) which my mum can no longer use. I will 
bring a bag-full to the meeting on Tuesday, please come and take a look 
if you're interested. - Karen  

 
 

Edited by Kate Claisse – on behalf of Bognor Regis WI Committee. All submissions for the next issue to 
be received by Wednesday 4th April.  Thank-you. 


