
 

 

 

Jjjjj      BOGNOR REGIS WI 
       Members Meeting  
 
       Tuesday 9th October 2018 
 
 
 
Committee present: Dinah Barrand (DB), Katie Lyne (KL), Kate Claisse (KC), Gina Fitch-Roy 
(GFR), Jeanette Clark, Debbie Brooks (DBS),  
Apologies: Sue Harris, Celia Janering, Jeanette Clark, Chris Hutchins, Sharon Sams 
 

37 attendees, 3 visitors including Melanie Careless and Maxine Gregory (WI Advisors) 
 and Jane Ramage from Friends of Chichester Hospital (Speaker.) 

 
7.30pm Welcome 

DB welcomed members to the Annual meeting and introduced Melanie Careless 
and Maxine Gregory (WI Advisors), as well as Jane Ramage from Friends of 
Chichester Hospital. Housekeeping and apologies. 
DB briefly explained the plan for the evening, starting with a talk from Jane. DBS 
introduced Jane, who is a trustee of the Friends of Chichester Hospital thanked 
BRWI for their donation from Sylvia Ede’s afternoon tea and formally presented 
DB with a certificate of thanks and explained that the colorectal piece of 
equipment we had fundraised for pumps air into the bowel during surgery to 
maintain pressure and give surgeons space to work This helps keep the patient as 
healthy as possible and minimises the need for a stoma bag.  

 We then had a short social time for Members to vote for Trustees, look at Standing 
Orders for WSFAM, look at the Financial Report (also emailed out), look at the 
sign- up sheets, guess the weight of the Birthday cake, vote for competition entries 
(carve a vegetable), buy a crafted poppy, buy something from the produce table 
(all proceeds to Royal British Legion) and have a cold drink.  

8.10pm Business section 
We opened the business part of our AM by singing Jerusalem (unaccompanied!) 

• The minutes from the September meeting were agreed and signed. DB 
explained that KL is coordinating the Remembrance parade and wreath 
laying and that all Members who have volunteered on the sign-up sheets 
will be contacted with regard to the arrangements. DB nominated KL to lay 
the wreath with one other and asked for volunteers. 

• DB asked that Members vote to adopt the beach hut logo for BRWI (as no 
other logo’s were submitted.) The majority voted this in. 

• DB reminded Members of the reasons for moving venue (the most recent 
problems being with cleanliness, kitchen, car park access etc) and asked 
Members to vote for moving to the Gordon Centre from January 2019, with 
a change of date to the third Tuesday of the month. Again, this was 
unanimously in favour. Melanie explained that when BRWI was first set 
up, there was a lack of places to meet and the Gordon Centre had been an 
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option, but they were unable to secure a regular date, so felt it was fitting 
that we should be moving there. 

• DB explained that due to changes with GDPR and the change of venue, the 
Terms of reference needed to be changed. 
 

Correspondence 
• Tangmere WI have invited us to their 29th Birthday celebrations on 6th 

November 7.30-9.30pm and we asked for two volunteers to represent 
BRWI. 

• Notification that walking netball has started at The Regis Centre. There will 
be 20 sessions from 1.11.18 7.00-8.00pm. Further details on the sign-up 
sheets. 

• Additionally, on 6th November there is a Resolutions meeting (£5 to be 
covered by BRWI) to discuss next years resolutions and the process.  
 

Member News 
Gill Chambers informed our Members that she had welcomed a 7lb 9 oz baby 
grandson called Leo into her family. 
 
Financial Report 
GFR kindly read Celia’s Treasurer’s report which had previously been sent 
out by email to members and explained that the financial statement had 
been approved and accounts signed off by our Financial Examiner Betty 
Pennicott. A signed copy will go to WSFWI and one kept for our records. 
It was agreed to keep Betty as our Accountant and GFR proposed to adopt 
the finances and this was seconded by Lesley Hiley.  
 
Committee’s Annual Report 
KC, JC, KL, DBS and GFR delivered an A-Z of what we have been up to 
over the year. June Salter proposed to adopt this and a true, accurate and 
amusing report and Debbie Brooks seconded it. 
 
Presidents Address 
DB delivered her report, thanking the Committee for all their hard work, 
support and enthusiasm. She explained that both Chris and Sharon had 
stood down due to family reasons and thanked Celia and Jeanette for their 
service to the Committee for a collective 7 years. DB also thanked the 
Members for supporting meetings, calls for cake and charity collections, 
organising sub groups, volunteering, feedback and ideas, especially the 
monthly Coffee Mornings which have been an amazing success. 
DB also took time to reflect on the past year; celebrating our involvement 
in community events like the Bognor Carnival, Hotham Park Country Fair 
and wider afield in London at Processions and the Women go wild camp.  
Looking forward to the next year DB reminded us that 2019 is a special 
year for WSFWI as its their 100th anniversary and will be our 10th Birthday. 
Exciting times with a new Committee, new venue and with more ideas and 



 

 

a varied programme of speakers and activities. DB closed her address 
taking inspiration from the most recent WI Life magazine titled “100 years 
of changing the world” and expressed her desire to continue to support 
and get involved with campaigns and resolutions. She expressed her pride 
in being a small part of 220,000 women in the UK and has been especially 
proud to be our President. She thanked the Members for listening and 
looks forward to another year of fun and friendship.  
 
Melanie responded by stating that the Committee’s report was the “very 
best committee report I’ve heard!” She also informed us to spend our 
money, as we only ever need enough to cover the year and suggested 
donating any left over WSN’s to Doctor’s Surgery’s or similar to promote 
the WI. It was explained that the Annual Meeting in Cardiff had cost so 
much because of a Boat show and Beyoncé on tour in Cardiff at the same 
time as well as it being a two night stay. Next year’s AM in Bournemouth 
should be less expensive. Melanie encouraged anyone that is interested in 
becoming an advisor to get in touch with her and invited Members to come 
along as an observer. Maxine reiterated how much fun she has had 
becoming an advisor.  
 
Election of new Committee 
Melanie asked all those who had volunteered for the Committee, who were 
present to stand up. It was agreed that the following people would be 
Committee members: 
Joyce Aird, Dinah Barrand, Debbie Brooks, Kate Claisse, Gina Fitch-Roy, 
Barbara Foster, Sarah Greenway, Sue Harris and Katie Lyne. A secret 
ballet was undertaken for the role of President and there was a unanimous 
vote for Dinah! 

 Refreshments 
Members enjoyed a sausage sizzle followed by birthday cake (beautifully 
cooked and decorated by Jack Owen) with tea and coffee. 

 Raffle Draw 
Jack Owen announced the winner of the guess the weight of the birthday 
cake, who was GFR who won a mini decorated fruitcake. (Gill Lowden was 
second nearest). 

 Competition 
The winner of the carve a vegetable competition was Annie Smith with 
her beautiful dancing poppies carved into a root vegetable. GFR 
reminded everyone that the title of next month’s competition is “I tried 
something new” and that can be interpreted in any way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DB thanked everyone for coming to our Annual Meeting and making it 
such an enjoyable success. She reminded everyone that we will be having 
a talk and demonstration of Mindfulness at our November meeting on the 
13th. Our raffle will be for a happy hamper and asked Members to bring 
something that makes them happy to put in it. We will also be collecting 
for Stonepillow and due to the time of year, we will be asking for donations 



 

 

 
 
 
9.30pm 

of socks, gloves, hats and scarfs. 
Members were reminded not to walk back to the car park alone and wished 
everyone a safe journey. 
Meeting closed 

 


