
 

 

How I used my Bursary 
 
I was surprised and delighted to have won a £100 Bursary at WI in 2018, to put towards a course of 
my choice.  I decided to do a group Singing Course as I had recently joined a large local community 
Choir and I was enjoying that. 
 
So on a very hot, end of July, day I drove myself to a 3 day residential course at Denmans College.  I 
was so impressed with the College building, the welcome there, and the beautiful grounds 
surrounding us.  My accommodation in an en-suite room in the Residential block was extremely 
comfortable.   
  
My course entitled Singing with the Beatles could take up to 30 students so imagine my dismay 
when we found out there were only 9 of us.  In my opinion it was hardly enough people to form a 
new Choir!   
 
By the time we were divided into Lows, Middle and Highs, this was certainly true, and there was 
nowhere to hide during rehearsals!!  Bearing in mind I had only recently started singing soprano 
within a Choir of 60 people, this was all rather daunting.  
  
Fortunately the rehearsals all went well.  The other students were really friendly, and had various 
amounts of experience, some none. We had an excellent, experienced young Musical Director who 
worked us hard, got the very best out of us, and made it fun.  In fact we gave a Concert of our 
Beatles Summer Medley to the other students at the last morning’s coffee break. 
 
I would highly recommend the experience of a course at Denmans.  I was very pleased that I decided 
to go there. They are highly organised in offering a wide selection of developmental courses.  I would 
also recommend joining a Choir, as it's great fun and even if you think you can't sing well, you find 
yourself improving as part of a group. 
 
Jane Sedgwick 


