
 

Jjjjj      BOGNOR REGIS WI 
       Members Meeting  
 
       Tuesday 15th January 2019 
 
 
 
Committee present: Dinah Barrand, Sue Harris, Katie Lyne, Joyce Aird, Kate Claisse, Gina Fitch-
Roy, Debbie Brooks, Sarah Greenway. 
Apologies: Barbara Foster. 
 
Attendees: 44 Members 
6 New Members: Maggie Hartley, Helen Bargery, Jan Aitchinson, Chris Thompson, Jenny 
Bargery & Themis Walter. 
4 Visitors: Gillian Newberry, Fliss White, Val Harrison & Christine Hackman.  
 

 

7.34pm Welcome 
Dinah welcomed returning Members, New Members and Visitors to this 
very special meeting; the first of 2019 and the first in our new venue! She 
detailed housekeeping and explained the plan for the evening. Dinah read 
her very own poem that recalled the fun of 2018 and looked forward to 
2019. 
Debbie introduced Tony Harris. 

7.40pm Speaker 
Dressed as one of the first-class passengers, Tony gave a fascinating talk 
on the Titanic and its fateful last voyage.  Using evidence gathered from 
a variety of sources, Tony posited the theory that the Titanic was in fact 
the Olympic, its sister ship, which had been seriously damaged in a 
collision while on sea trials. Discovered to be under-insured (like its twin 
it was deemed to be unsinkable), a plan was hatched to switch the ships 
and sink the Titanic/Olympic on its maiden voyage which by that time 
had been heavily over-insured - but no loss of life was anticipated as a 
‘rescue’ ship had been commissioned to be close to the Titanic when the 
accident occurred.  As we now know, the scheme did not go to plan and 
there were terrible losses – although many members were pleased to 
hear that the founder of Gordon’s Gin survived! 
It was a riveting presentation leaving members having some doubts 
about their long-held views about the Titanic and its fate. Food for 
thought! (Words by GFR) 
Debbie thanked Tony for the interesting and enjoyable evening. 

 Resolutions 
Jan and Stella gave a brief summary of each of the six resolution options: 

1. Improving plant biosecurity in the UK. 
2. Trees – Improving the natural landscape. 
3. Pelvic floor education. 
4. Taboo around menstrual health. 

,  



5. Decline in local bus services. 
6. Don’t fear the smear. 

 Refreshments 
• Members voted with buttons for which resolution they wanted to be 

taken forward during refreshments. 

• The new refreshment arrangements seemed to work well with 
everyone getting their tea and coffee quickly and easily. 

• Additionally there was a bring and buy, the usual signup sheets and 
Members had a chance to look at the Competition entries. 

 Business 

• December 2018’s meeting minutes were agreed and signed. 
• The two charities as voted by Members last month were announced 

as Bognor Regis Food Bank and Tangmere Dementia Hub. Both 
organisations are coming to talk to Members in the coming 
months. The Foodbank (who are still quite well stocked after 
Christmas) are asking for cat and dog food and which we will 
collect at our February meeting. Tangmere collect the plastic milk 
bottle tops to recycle and we will have a box to collect any of these 
at every meeting. 

• Katie detailed the correspondence received from North Lodge: 
- Request for Stewards for the South of England Show. 
- 2020 Photographic calendar competition. (Both will be on the 

signup sheet table for further information.) 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Report 
• Joyce reported that at the December meeting the raffle raised 

£55.86. There was a reminder for all Members to pay their subs and 
informed everyone they can pay via BACS. Joyce reminded Members 
that she had receipts for all those Members who have already paid.  

 Member News / Sub Group News 

• Sue introduced the bursary draw and asked Helen Bargery to draw 
the names: The two £100 bursaries go to Jan Marsden and Debbie 
Brooks (with first and second reserve for Chris Hutchins and Flo 
Page respectively.)   

• Sue also requested volunteers for the March Members meeting. This 
will be a ‘show and tell’ style meeting where Members will talk about 
something interesting about themselves. 

• Lesley H mentioned that the Eating Out group had volunteers to 
arrange the next 5 meals but asked for more volunteers to arrange 
meals later in the year. 

• There was no Member news. 
• It was suggested that the collection for the tea and coffee, cake and 

biscuit money be placed somewhere more obvious. 
• Reminder that the next coffee morning at Hotham Park is Tuesday 

12th February with Sarah hosting. 

• Dinah informed the meeting that we had wanted to get involved with 
a Beach Cleaning in 2019 to help within the community and that we 



had found one being organised by The Sussex Wildlife Trust on 
Friday. We have already booked 6 spaces (and have one space left) 
but explained that we hope to build upon this and arrange future 
events where there will be more notice and more spaces. 

 Competition Cup 

• Gina first announced the winner of the night’s competition ‘anything 
nautical’ which had been judged by Tony Harris:  
1st Prize – Jack Owen - photo album of her Grandad in the Navy. 
2nd Prize – Joyce - information about Grace Darling. 
3rd Prize – Gina - binoculars and yachting chart. 

• Gina also presented 2017’s winner Karen (who had just relinquished 
the Competition Cup) with a mini cup for her to keep (which had 
kindly been donated by one of our members, along with 3 other mini 
cups to give to winners once they hand the main cup back.) 

• Gina announced the 2018 Competition Cup winner: 
1st – Annie Smith 
2nd – Karen McCreedy 
3rd – Sarah Greeenway 

• Gina reminded the Members that next months competition is ‘A 
song that makes you happy and why’. This will fit in with our 
February entertainment Music Smart who are coming to help us all 
sing for wellbeing and fun. 

9.26pm Dinah closed the meeting by thanking everyone for coming and wished 
everyone a safe journey home. 

 


