
Good Evening Ladies 
It's Tuesday 21st April and this evening should have been our April meeting so I've 
put together a flavour of the content of this evening's meeting. 
It's 7.30pm, I've rung the bell and you've all taken your seats. 
Welcome and Introductions: 
You are all aware where your own toilets and fire exits are and refreshments are tea, 
coffee, wine, G&T or whatever is your tipple, whenever you wish. 
I have great pleasure to welcome 2 new members Sue Gooch and Jen Tompkins. 
Both came to our January and February meetings and were set to join at our March 
meeting.  
Speaker: 
I would also have had the pleasure of introducing our speaker, Malcolm Wells MBE. 
A few of our members, including myself, saw him speak at the Speaker's 
Interviewing Day last year and were all in agreement that he was a yes. 
Malcolm's talk So Far So Good describes his experiences during 24 years in the 
army as a musician playing at state occasions and banquets. He also talks about his 
charity work for Canine Partners - how to teach a dog to use a washing machine. 
Malcolm will be a definite rebooking for next year's programme. 
Last Month's Meeting: 
I would normally look back at our previous month's meeting. 
This was to be our Members Meeting which would have involved some fun and 
opportunities to get to know other members. I'm saying no more as I will keep those 
activities up my sleeve for another meeting. 
Business: 
Resolutions: I would normally have reminded you that our May meeting would be 
our Resolutions meeting and asked you to come prepared to talk about the 2 
resolutions selected for this year, A Call to increase potential stem cell donor 
registrations and End modern slavery. 
At present we have received no information from NFWI as to what will happen this 
year with the selection. Personally , in the absence of an Annual meeting I cannot 
see the selection being progressed but will keep you informed as and when we 
receive further information. 
Bulb Catalogue 2020: 
The electronic West Sussex News I attached to my email on 31 March included 
detail regarding the WI Bulb catalogue. The closing date for orders is 26 June. 
Please contact Debbie if youwant a copy of the catalogue 
Charities: 
Foodbank: My email dated 13th March gave details of how donations can still be 
made to the Foodbank. 
Sage House: I've had a couple of  member queries about making 
twiddlemuffs/blankets. At the beginning of the year I was advised that Sage House 
did not need anymore but have contacted them to check if this is still the case. 
I have also been advised that they are working on an urgent financial appeal at 
present and detail should be out next week.  
The London Marathon should have taken place this coming Sunday 26th instead 
Virgin Money London Marathon have launched The 2.6 Challenge and Sage House 
are inviting supporters to take part and fundraise for them. Whilst we cannot do 
something together as a group , you could take part as an individual by taking part in 
an activity of your choice based around the numbers 2.6 or 26. Ideas include running 



round your balcony for 26 minutes, doing 26 press ups with a dog on your 
back!!,singing 26 songs or being silent for 2.6 hours or simply donate £26. 
I 'm looking to walk round the block 26 times and make a donation. Please let me 
know if you do anything. 
More information on Dementia Support website and Facebook page. 
Treasurer's Update: 
Joyce and I ensured we met the 31/3 deadline of paying our subscriptions over to 
West Sussex Federation. Joyce wrote and signed a cheque, posted it to me, I 
countersigned and posted to North Lodge.  
Member's News: 
Manuela and Trish have both had new grandson's born during lockdown so both 
have only been able to meet them via Facetime. Congratulations to all and those first 
cuddles will be very special. 
Jan Marsden and a small team have been busy stitching clothes bags for St 
Richard's Hospital. Well done to all. I've attached a message from Jan who invites 
any other members who would like to be involved to join them. 
Competitions: 
Your interest and involvement in competitions has not been great over the past 
couple of years. Now you are all "lockdowned" I thought I'd try again and see if I 
could spark some interest and a bit of fun. So ( drum roll) I am happy to announce 3 
online  competitions. 
1.            Write about Lockdown in no more than 100 words. 
2.            Draw or paint a picture of something that makes              you smile. 
3.            Your Lockdown outfit and why? 
How are we going to do this you ask? (I hope) 
1.            Email something to me. 
2 and 3  Take a photo of your entry and email it to me.  
If you need help with the photo bit let me know. 
I will then pass your entries to committee who will judge.  
For competitions 1 and 2 the judges won't know who's entry it is. They will probably 
know for 3!! 
Closing date for entries Monday 4th May 
Why a lockdown outfit you may ask? 
Some of you may remember I hosted a Desert Island Discs evening a couple of year 
ago. I came across the outfit I wore a week or so ago and thought it was appropriate 
for this time. I put it on again and shared the photo on Facebook. Then came the 
competition idea!! I've attached the photo to this email. 
I think that's all for this evening, no next coffee morning, event or meeting to remind 
you about. 
I hope this has been of interest and entertained you. 
I look forward to receiving your competition entries. 
So good night and safe journey to your beds. 
Stay safe and stay well 
Love Sue xx 
  
  
 


