
Remembering Our Dear Friend Stella 

 
 

2020 may be remembered as the pandemic year but for our WI it will 
always be the year, we lost our oldest member and dear friend Stella. 

 

A true force of nature and “one off”. 

Stella’s introduction to WI was in 1986 when she went to a meeting at 
Aldingbourne WI. It was May so it was the Resolutions meeting.  She 
was impressed by the way they debated and decided they were a lively 
lot and so she joined. By November she was on the committee as 
Secretary, a post she held for 13 years before becoming President for a 
year.  

She then joined Westergate, once again joining the committee and on 
the group committee. 

Having moved from Aldingbourne to Bognor Regis she decided the 
newly formed Bognor Regis WI was a better option then travelling to 
Westergate  

She told me that, apart from marrying Peter, joining Bognor Regis WI 
was the best thing she ever did. 



 I first got to know Stella when I was Welfare Officer. She was doing 
what she always did at Seward Court looking after someone, in this case 
Sally De Vries a neighbour and fellow WI member. 

Stella had concerns about walking Sally to WI and we arranged I would 
visit them both to work out what we could do. A cold Saturday afternoon 
in January was the first of many cups of tea I had at Stella’s, usually 
accompanied by a Kit Kat. I got to know Stella further supporting her 
when Sally when into hospital and a month a so later bringing Stella 
home after she’d been in hospital. 

As a WI member she was always very supportive of everything we did, 
coming to as many events as possible. As a former secretary and 
President, she knew how hard a committee has to work and always 
acknowledged that. I valued her support both as a President and on a 
personal level. 

 

 

 
 



In the early days of her membership of our WI she was part of Jan’s 
walking group. Only giving up when Jan told her she could cope with her 
dying on a walk but not getting injured. 

 

 

 
After I brought her home from hospital, she gave me her walking pole as 
a thank you and told me to take it on Jan’s walks. Little did we know it 
would be sometime until I could do that. 

A couple of weeks ago Jan organised a walk to Halnaker in memory of 
Stella and the pole came with me. 



A Land Girl in the Second World War she proudly showed her 
memorabilia at the end of a talk about the Land Girls.  

 
The following year she joined a small group of members at a talk about 
the Land Girls at the Weald and Downland. The speaker noticed her 
badge and involved her in the talk often deferring to Stella’s superior 
knowledge. 

 
 



In 2018 our WI took part in the Remembrance Day parade for the first 
time. Stella was the obvious choice to lay the wreath assisted by Dinah 
to ensure she didn’t fall over!! That happened from time to time. 

 

 
 

 

 



A visit to the Victorian Christmas at Portsmouth saw her riding a 
carousel, something most women of her age wouldn’t even consider. 

 
 

 



It was the following year that Dinah and I came up with the idea of some 
awards at the Christmas Party. 

It was obvious that the ride on a carousel deserved an award and we 
agreed on a “Not Acting Your Age* award. No one else knew of the 
awards.  

Stella arrived complete with decorated walker and red cowboy hat. That 
hat led her to be invited to take part in the Christmas entertainment with 
Dawn Gracie a well-known vintage entertainer.  Stella, and 2 others 
were provided with feather boas and then tutored in the art of burlesque. 
She truly lived up to Not Acting Your Age before she got the award. After 
the performance Dawn suggested she joined the act to which Stella 
replied she would have to ask her agent!! 

 
 



 

 
 

At last year’s Christmas Party, she gained another award the ‘Be More 
Like Stella’ award, for being an inspirational member and person, always 
cheerful, supportive and positive 

As I presented her the award, she whispered I’ll get you back for that. 

Well Stella you certainly did that.

 



Ever supportive, whilst in Lockdown she contacted me when I asked for 
photos of members forthcoming VE Day celebrations. 

She told me she’d got engaged on VE Day, an idea sprung into my head 
and with her permission I wrote an article for our website. In the week or 
so I spent putting the article together we spoke at great length and she 
told me much about her life. 

The article was set up to open on the website on the anniversary of VE 
Day. Stella’s routine was to get up and email the manager at her flats to 
say she was still alive. She opened up her laptop and was astounded to 
find her wedding photo heading up the article. In the evening she 
enjoyed a small bottle of fizz secreted into her shopping by Jack Owen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



I don’t want to dwell on what happened next but want to thank Frances 
Lee and Jack Owen for all their support of Stella and myself over her last 
few weeks. 

 

I want to end with 2 photos, the first is an Eating Out Group Christmas 
meal, Stella loved her food and a little wine but most of all she enjoyed 
the company of dear friends. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



The second photo appeared on a Bognor Regis Facebook page after 
she laid the wreath. I met the photographer at an exhibition the next year 
and he told me it was his most liked photo on Facebook in 2018. 

To me it sums up our WI, friendship and support across the generations.  
 

 

  

 

 

She was a great role model, her positivity, enjoyment of life and support 
of all things WI an inspiration to us all. 

I urge you all to “Be More Like Stella” 

 

Sue Harris  


